Teachers are always looking for opportunities and resources that could be used for the betterment of the students in their classrooms. Look no further, the National Park Service has numerous resources for educators; from workshops, to CEU credits,  to webinars, distance learning programs, lesson plans, etc. There are about 400 parks in 49 states and several U.S. territories, from which teachers can use to enrich their students’ minds. 
About 90 parks provide professional development opportunities for educators which include workshops and our national Teacher to Ranger to Teacher Program. Most workshops are free and are dedicated to helping educators understand how to use the parks, as well as how to teach students about the environment. Of these parks, about 30 provide Continuing Education and graduate credits through the local universities. By participating in the various workshops, educators are awarded these credits for a small fee ranging from $50 to $1000. 
For those educators who may not be able to bring their students to the parks, the National Park Service has that covered as well. About 15 of the parks offer distance learning programs which include virtual field trips, live broadcasts, and videoconferencing with a park ranger. Through the internet teachers and students can have access to parks hundreds of miles away without leaving their classrooms. The National Park Service also provides a Traveling Trunks Program in which packages can be shipped to schools or picked up locally by educators. These packages contain materials from its respective park that encompasses the value and importance of the park along with a lesson plan that explains how to use the materials. 
The National Park Service respects and values the work of the nation’s educators, and is here to provide what they can to help educate the youth about the environment and history surrounding them. 
