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September 2012 Events

Color Walk
Saturday, September 1, 5 to 6:30 p.m. — Nestucca Bay National Wildlife Refuge, OR 
Make a color chart. Then join refuge staff on a nature walk along the Pacific View Trail, looking for plants or animals that match the colors on your chart. 

Hidden Lake Outing
Saturday, September 1, 7 to 9 p.m. — Kenai National Wildlife Refuge, AK
Discover the fascinating glacial geology of Hidden Lake and the Kenai Peninsula. Later, make a glacier ice cream sundae. Meet at the Hidden Lake Campground amphitheater. 

Dragonfly Festival
Saturday, September 8 and Sunday, September 9 — Bitter Lake National Wildlife Refuge, NM
Enjoy free guided tours highlighting refuge dragonflies, wildlife and sinkholes. Try your hand at archery. See New Mexico reptiles. Sample a kids’ firefighting demo, a treasure hunt, a wildlife arts and crafts fair, an aquatic lab, a photo workshop and more. Tour reservations: 575-625-4011.

Fall Shoreline Cleanup
Saturday, September 8, 1 to 3 p.m. — Eastern Neck National Wildlife Refuge, MD  
Get outside and make a difference. Wear sturdy shoes. Bags, gloves, sunscreen, snacks and water are provided. Sign up:  410-639-7056  

Raccoon F.U.N. (Families Understanding Nature)
Saturday, September 8, 10:30 a.m. to noon — Crab Orchard National Wildlife Refuge, IL
Enjoy a free program about these nocturnal creatures. See a live raccoon. 

13th Annual Fall Festival
Saturday, September 8, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. — Great Swamp National Wildlife Refuge, NJ
Enjoy guided walks, exhibits, free food and fun activities for kids. Photo contest winners will be announced. Activities will take place at the visitor center.

Bulls Island Sunrise Photography
Saturday, September 8, 5:30 to 8:30 a.m. — Cape Romain National Wildlife Refuge, SC
Experience and photograph a beautiful sunrise over Boneyard Beach on Bulls Island. Meet at Garris Landing. To reserve, contact Coastal Expeditions at 843-881-4582 or info@coastalexpeditions.com. 

Fall Wildflower Tour
Saturday, September 8, 10 a.m. to noon ─ Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge, MN
Join a naturalist on a tour of wildflowers and native tall grasses on the refuge. Meet at the Old School House on County Road 9, 5.5 miles west of Hwy. 169.  Pre-register: 763-389-3323 ext. 13 or TTY 1-800-877-8339.

Celebrate the Outdoors
Saturday, September 15, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. — Felsenthal National Wildlife Refuge, AR
Encourage your youngsters to connect with nature through outdoor activities such as hiking, gardening and bird watching. 

National Hunting and Fishing Day 
Saturday, September 15, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. — Tensas River National Wildlife Refuge, LA
Enjoy BB gun/archery/skeet ranges, live music, wildlife exhibits, bounce area, calling contest, demonstrations and children’s activities. Enter lottery for youth deer hunt in December. Youth must be present at drawing to win.

Coastal Cleanup Day
Saturday, September 15, 8:30 a.m. to noon — Don Edwards San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge, CA
Help protect coastal wildlife habitats by picking up trash and removing invasive weeds. Gloves and trash bags provided. Bring sturdy shoes, sunscreen and clothes you don’t mind getting dirty. Register: 510-792-0222 ext. 363.

Monarch Mania
Saturday, September 15 — Quivira National Wildlife Refuge, KS
Enjoy an introductory program on monarch biology. Then help net butterflies for tagging and release them. Butterflies also will be the theme of a children’s craft activity.

Honey Harvest Festival
Saturday, September 15, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. ─ Patuxent Research Refuge, MD
Discover the busy world of bees and other pollinators while enjoying arts and crafts, honey tastings, candle-making demonstrations, refuge tram tours and more. 

Beach Cleanup
Saturday, September 15, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. — Chincoteague National Wildlife Refuge, VA
Help protect the environment. Registration begins at 8:45 a.m. at the Herbert H. Bateman Educational & Administrative parking lot. Bring water and sunscreen and wear comfortable footwear. Trash bags, gloves, and data sheets will be provided. Participants will receive a free t-shirt.

Birding Field Trip
Sunday, September 16, 8 a.m. to noon — Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge, MD 
Join a naturalist on a free birding field trip. See songbirds, waterfowl, waders, birds of prey and more. Bring binoculars and field guides. Meet at visitor center. 

Grassland Tours, Grades 5-7
Monday, September 17 through Friday, September 21, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. — Swan Lake National Wildlife Refuge, MO
Learn what makes up grassland habitat, how animals live in the ecosystem, and how Swan Lake Refuge manages grasslands for those species. Take part in hands-on activities in the field and in the visitor center.

Weed Warriors
Thursday, September 20, 1 to 3 p.m. — Patuxent Research Refuge – North Tract, MD
Help control non-native invasive plants on the refuge. Bring gloves, water, bug repellent (and hand tools if available). Register for this free event:  301-497-5887

Tree Swallow Nest Box Workshop
Thursday, September 20, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. — Audubon National Wildlife Refuge, ND 
Build a nesting box for tree swallows from pre-cut lumber. Learn about tree swallows and other birds that may use the box. Also learn about proper box placement and maintenance. Pre-registration is required: 701-442-5474 ext. 117.  

Fall Leaf Walk
Saturday, September 22, 1 to 2 p.m. — Kenai National Wildlife Refuge, AK
Enjoy the crunch of dried leaves underfoot and discover what make those brilliant red, orange and gold fall colors. Discover what’s in store during the fall season for wildlife. Look for end-of-season berries and new mushrooms. Pre-register: Leah Eskelin, 907-260-2811.  

Families in Nature
Saturday, September 22, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. ─ St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge, FL
Meet at Nature’s Classroom area for scavenger hunt, crafts and ranger-led wildlife program. Registration required: 850-925-6121.

Beginning and Intermediate Bird Drawing
Saturday, September 22, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. — Don Edwards San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge, CA
Learn to draw birds. Beginners’ level is from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Intermediate level is from 1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m. Appropriate for ages 8 to adult. All skill levels welcome. Register: 408-262-5513 ext. 102. Located at the Environmental Education Center in Alviso, CA.

National Public Lands Day 
Many refuges will invite volunteers to mark this national day of service, on Saturday, September 29, by helping to clean and enhance refuge property. Here are some examples:

· 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. — Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge, IA 
Buffalo Day/Public Lands Day – A buffalo chip throwing contest and a guided bus tour through the bison enclosure are among activities at this all-day event. Volunteers are needed from 9 a.m. to noon to help collect seed.  Learn more about the event. 

· 8:30 a.m. to noon — Big Muddy National Fish & Wildlife Refuge, MO
Help Big Muddy Refuge plant trees and prairie grass at Riverlands Migratory Bird Sanctuary in West Alton, MO. Wear work clothes and sturdy shoes. Gloves and shovels will be provided.

· 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. — Crab Orchard National Wildlife Refuge, IL
Take part in the refuge’s annual cleanup at the Prairie Creek Recreation Area. 

· 9:30 a.m. to noon — Horicon National Wildlife Refuge, WI 
Help refuge staff and volunteers remove invasive plants. All ages welcome. Long pants, sturdy shoes and gloves are recommended. Refreshments are provided. Meet at the Egret Trail boardwalk parking lot along the auto tour route off Hwy 49. 

· 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. — Muscatatuck National Wildlife Refuge, IN
Help with litter pick-up, invasive species removal, mulching around the visitor center, and hiking trail maintenance. Lunch will be provided. 

· 9  to 11 a.m. — Trinity River National Wildlife Refuge, TX 
Help clean up trash at the Hwy 105 Trinity River Bridge. Aluminum cans and metal will be recycled. Bring gloves. Trash bags provided.   

· 1:30 to 5 p.m. — Edwin B. Forsythe National Wildlife Refuge, NJ
Help the Living Shore Line Project Bucket Brigade protect tidal marshes from shoreline erosion and sea-level rise. Bring work gloves and wear boots and clothes you can get dirty. Register: 609-653-1665 ext. 19 or e-mail sandy_perchetti@fws.gov. 

· 8 a.m. to noon — Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge, GA
Help maintain the historic Chesser Island Homestead. Free hot dogs and refreshments for participants.

Introduction to Fishing for Kids
Friday, September 28, 5 to 6:30 p.m. ─ Assabet River National Wildlife Refuge, MA
Learn what types of fish are found in Puffer Pond and how to catch one. Fishing pole and equipment provided. RSVP:  kizette_ortizvanger@fws.gov or 978-562-3527 ext. 117 by 3 p.m. Thursday, September 27. 

Nisqually Watershed Festival
Saturday, September 29, 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. — Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge, WA
Celebrate the rich cultural and natural heritage of the Nisqually Watershed with music, food, guided walks and educational displays. All festival parking is at River Ridge High School, 320 River Ridge Dr. SE. A free shuttle will run beginning at 7 a.m.

Fall Wildlife Festival
Saturday, September 29, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. ─ Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge, MN
In celebration of National Wildlife Refuge Week, enjoy activities including horse-drawn wagon rides, a scavenger hunt, nature crafts, guided walks, geocaching and wildlife presentations.  

Art in the Refuge
Sunday, September 30, 10:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. — Nestucca Bay National Wildlife Refuge, OR
Artists of all skill levels are welcome to come out and work in the wild. A support shelter will be set up with water and art supplies. Bring your own portable art supplies as well for use on trails and road edges. Check in at the lower parking lot. 

Full Moon Paddle 
Sunday, September 30, 5 to 7 p.m. — Eastern Neck National Wildlife Refuge, MD  
Join Friends of Eastern Neck and the Center for Environment & Society of Washington College for a full moon paddle at the refuge. Bring your own kayak, lifejacket, paddle and flashlight. Meet at Bogles Wharf. Group limit: 24 people. Register: 410-778-7295  

October 2012 Events

Annual Photo Contest
Monday, October 1 – Wednesday October 31 — Crab Orchard National Wildlife Refuge, IL
Submit your nature photo entries by the end of October. Categories include: scenic, wildlife, plants and youth. See details and entry forms (http://www.friendsofconwr.com/). Awards will be made in November.

Handicapped Deer Hunt
Wednesday, October 3, all day — Eastern Neck National Wildlife Refuge, MD  
To apply for a hunt permit, call 410-639-7056 or visit http://www.fws.gov/northeast/easternneck/hunting.html.

Sandhill Crane Tour
Saturday, October 6, 6:30 to 8:30 a.m. ─ Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge, MN
See hundreds of cranes fly overhead as they leave roost sites on refuge pools. The free tour will take place rain or shine. Meet at refuge headquarters on CR 9, 5.5 miles west of Hwy. 169. Bring binoculars, spotting scopes and cameras. Pre-register: 763/ 389-3323 ext. 13, or email sherburne@fws.gov. Leave your name, number of participants and a telephone number.

Youth Deer Hunt
Saturday, October 6, all day — Eastern Neck National Wildlife Refuge, MD  
To apply for a hunt permit, call 410-639-7056 or visit http://www.fws.gov/northeast/easternneck/hunting.html.

Butterfly Count 
Sunday, October 7, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. — Trinity River National Wildlife Refuge, TX 
Take part in the 13th annual Trinity River Butterfly Count. Areas to be counted include the refuge, Tarkington Prairie and Gaylor Lake area. Meet at the Valero Gas station at the intersection of Hwys 105 and 321, six miles south of Cleveland. Some folks will butterfly the “bottoms” so bring a sack lunch, rubber knee boots and other appropriate outdoor clothing. Butterfly enthusiasts of all levels are welcome.  

Monarch Madness
Monday, October 8, 9 a.m. to noon — Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge, IA 
Help collect and tag butterflies on their migration south. Learn more here (http://www.tallgrass.org/). 

Archery Deer Hunt
Friday, October 12, all day — Eastern Neck National Wildlife Refuge, MD
To apply for a hunt permit, call 410-639-7056 or visit http://www.fws.gov/northeast/easternneck/hunting.html. The refuge will be closed to the public during the hunt. Access to the boat ramp at Bogles Wharf will remain open. 

Halloween Adventure: The Wild Night Life of the Refuge 
Saturday, October 13, 2:30 to 7 p.m. — Audubon National Wildlife Refuge, ND 
Learn about animals that are active at night: bats, owls, coyotes and creepy crawlers. Halloween programs for youth include a nocturnal wildlife presentation and craft and a nighttime nature hike. Pre-registration is required: 701/442-5474 ext. 117.

Volunteer Work Day
Saturday, October 13, 9 a.m. to noon — Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge, IA 
Join in a morning of volunteer work on the refuge. 

National Wildlife Refuge Week events
See some of the many events here planned in honor of National Wildlife Refuge Week, October 14-20. The nation’s 556 national wildlife refuges protect wildlife habitat while cleaning our air, filtering our water and pollinating our crops. They also provide world-class hunting and fishing and hiking. 

Open House
Saturday, October 20 ─ Missisquoi National Wildlife Refuge, VT

Basic Birding Hike 
October 20, 10 to 11 a.m. ─ Horicon National Wildlife Refuge, WI
Join refuge staff to view birds in different habitats. Bring your own binoculars or borrow the refuge’s. Meet at the Egret Trail boardwalk parking lot off the refuge auto tour off Hwy 49. 

Cape May Autumn Birding Festival 
October 26-28, 2012 — Cape May, NJ
The annual birding festival is a Mid-Atlantic favorite that coincides with the migration of shorebirds, waterfowl, raptors and warblers. The festival features field trips to Edwin B. Forsythe National Wildlife Refuge in New Jersey.

Butterfly Festival
Saturday, October 27 ─ St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge, FL
Enjoy monarch butterfly tagging demonstrations, guided butterfly walks, butterfly talks, butterfly crafts for children and van tours to where butterflies are feeding. The refuge is the last stop for thousands of migrating monarch butterflies before they fly over the Gulf of Mexico.

A Trip Back in Time
Saturday, October 27, 10:30 a.m. to noon — Don Edwards San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge, CA
Learn the history of the refuge grounds by wandering the trails with staff. Use a collection of old photographs to go back in time to the salt production, the old railroads and homes that predated construction of the town of Newark in 1876.

Birding Field Trip
Sunday, October 28, 8 a.m. to noon — Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge, MD 
Join a naturalist in a free birding field trip. See songbirds, waterfowl, waders, birds of prey and more. Bring binoculars and field guides. Meet at the visitor center. 

Historical Bus Tour
Sunday, October 28, noon ─ Assabet River National Wildlife Refuge, MA
Join a historian for a popular bus tour of the historical sites of the Assabet River Refuge. Visit sites dating back to Native Americans, the War of Independence and World War II. Tickets are  $9 per person paid in advance. To reserve, call Paul Boothroyd:  978- 835-4515. 

Self-Guided Tour, Crab Orchard Refuge
Sunday, October 28, 1 to 4 p.m. — Crab Orchard National Wildlife Refuge, IL
Enjoy a self-guided tour of parts of the refuge normally closed to the public. 
 

National Wildlife Refuge Week 
Many refuges will host public events in honor of National Wildlife Refuge Week, October 14-20. The nation’s 556 national wildlife refuges protect wildlife habitat while cleaning our air, filtering our water and pollinating our crops. They also provide world-class hunting and fishing and hiking. Check the special events calendar for Refuge Week events. Among the events planned:

Saturday, October 13:
· 2:30 to 7 p.m. — Audubon National Wildlife Refuge, ND
Halloween Adventure: The Wild Night Life of the Refuge. Enjoy an afternoon and evening of family fun and learning about animals that are active at night, including bats, owls and coyotes. Pre-registration is required: 701/442-5474 ext. 117 

· 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. — Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge, TX
Join the refuge’s Refuge Week celebration at Doeskin Ranch. Butterfly tagging and butterfly walks are among planned activities.

· 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. — Cypress Creek National Wildlife Refuge, IL
Take a guided canoe tour along the Old Cache Channel. Meet: Cache Levee Access. 
For reservations, call (618) 634-2231, beginning September 13.

· 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. — Hagerman National Wildlife Refuge, TX
See live birds of prey. Enjoy a day of family events including guided hikes, fishing and hands-on nature program for youth. 

· 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. — Chautauqua National Wildlife Refuge, IL
Enjoy a “Ride the Refuge” tour. The eight-mile auto tour begins at Eagle Bluff Access Area and finishes at refuge headquarters. 

· 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. — Patuxent Research Refuge, MD
Enjoy live animals, kids’ crafts, tram tours ($3), scientific demonstrations and behind-the-scenes research tours of the USGS Patuxent Wildlife Research Center. See where endangered whooping cranes and sea ducks are raised and studied.

· 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. — Horicon National Wildlife Refuge, WI 
Celebrate with a morning 5k Run/Walk, followed by activities throughout the day.

· 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. — Rocky Mountain Arsenal National Wildlife Refuge, CO
Meet your “wild” neighbors at this free event celebrating National Wildlife Refuge Week. Enjoy a variety of wildlife activities and booths, arts and crafts, and nature films for all ages. Preview the new nine-mile Wildlife Drive, a self-guided auto tour route.

· 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. — Southeast Louisiana Refuges, LA
Enjoy the annual “Wild Things in Lacombe” festival. This large annual event at the Bayou Lacombe Centre celebrates all things wild. 

· 1 to 2:30 p.m. — Don Edwards San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge, CA 
Learn about the remarkable gray fox and how it differs from other foxes.  Take a walk to observe its habitat. Good walking shoes recommended.

· Noon to 4 p.m. — Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge, GA
Visit the Chesser Island Homestead to discover how people lived in Southeast Georgia when the Refuge System was established. See the refuge website for more information.

· 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. ─ Detroit River International Wildlife Refuge, MI
Enjoy an open house for National Wildlife Refuge Week.

Sunday, October 14:
Scores of refuges will once again host The Big Sit!, an annual event in which teams count and report bird species seen or heard from a 17-foot-diameter circle. Participating refuges include:   

· Eastern Neck National Wildlife Refuge, MD 
Tubby Cove Observation Platform, 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

· Muscatatuck National Wildlife Refuge, IN  
Endicott Observation deck, sunrise to sunset 

· Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge, OH 
Near trailhead parking lot, dawn to dusk 

· Swan Lake National Wildlife Refuge, MO 
Dawn until dusk 

· Trinity River National Wildlife Refuge, TX 
Champion Lake Pier, sunrise to sunset 

· St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge, FL
Near the lighthouse, 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Saturday, October 20:
· 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. — Hakalau Forest National Wildlife Refuge, HI
Attend an open house at the refuge on the Big Island of Hawai’i. Take a guided bird hike in ancient rainforest habitat. View forest restoration planting sites. Take a tour of the greenhouse where native koa, ohia and rare lobeliads and mints are being propagated. 

Sunday, October 14 through Saturday, October 20:
· Daily, 5:45 p.m. to dark ─ Great Swamp National Wildlife Refuge, NJ
Sunset Nature Walks: In celebration of National Wildlife Refuge Week, join refuge staff in watching the spectacular fall migration of ducks and other birds. Easy guided walk on service roads. Bluebird Parking Lot, Pleasant Plains Road.


November 2012 Events

Nature Photography Seminar
Saturday, November 3, 9 a.m. to noon ─ Bombay Hook National Wildlife Refuge, DE
Take a lesson from nature photographer Kevin Fleming. Then spend the afternoon on the refuge practicing what you’ve learned. The classroom seminar is meant for experienced photographers who want to improve their skills. Participants should be using a digital DSLR camera (not a point and shoot). Class size will be limited to 20. Fee of $50 includes an autographed copy of Fleming’s book Wild Delmarva. To register, call Tina Watson at 302-653-6872 by October 10.

Bulls Island Archery Deer Hunt
Monday, November 5 through Saturday, November 10, All day — Cape Romain National Wildlife Refuge, SC
The hunt for white-tailed deer is part of the refuge’s wildlife management plan and follows South Carolina state regulations. Hunters under 16 must be accompanied by an adult and must present a hunter safety certificate. Registration begins Sunday, November 4. Hunters may camp on Bulls Island during the hunt. For more information, call 843-928-3368

Owl Prowl
Friday, November 9, 7 p.m. ─ Detroit River International Wildlife Refuge, MI
Join a guided walk through the trails of Humbug Marsh, looking and listening for owls.

Shotgun Deer Hunt
Friday, November 9, All day — Eastern Neck National Wildlife Refuge, MD
To apply for a hunt permit, please call 410-639-7056 or visit the website. The refuge will be closed to the general public during the deer hunt. Access to the boat ramp at Bogles Wharf will remain open during the hunt. 

Great Horned Owl F.U.N. Program
Saturday, November 10, 10:30 a.m. to noon — Crab Orchard National Wildlife Refuge, IL
Participate in fun activities at the visitor center including a live owl presentation from 10:30 to 11 a.m. Great horned owls are among the refuge’s most skilled nocturnal predators. 

Twilight Marsh Walk
Saturday, November 10, 4 to 5:30 p.m. — Don Edwards San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge, CA
Experience the salt marsh at twilight on an easy stroll along Tidelands Trail (1.3 miles). Come discover the sights, sounds and smells of the refuge as night descends. Not suitable for young children. Register: 510-792-0222 ext. 363.

25th Annual Festival of the Cranes
Tuesday, November 13 through Sunday November 18 — Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge, NM 
See the spectacular fly-ins and fly-outs of thousands of sandhill cranes and snow geese at one of the country’s premier birding festivals. 
 
Wonderful Waterfowl Workshop
Saturday, November 24, 9 a.m. to noon ─ Bombay Hook National Wildlife Refuge, DE
Join birder Paul Baicich for a presentation and field study on North American waterfowl. Head out on the refuge to cover the essentials of waterfowl identification at Bombay Hook. Register: 302-653-6872.   

Birding Field Trip
Sunday, November 25, 8 a.m. to noon — Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge, MD 
Join an experienced naturalist for a free birding field trip. See songbirds, waterfowl, waders, birds of prey and more. Bring binoculars and field guides. Meet at visitor center. 

Wetlands Water Café 
Saturday, November 25, 1 to 2:30 p.m. — Don Edwards San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge, CA
Learn about wetland nutrients and organisms that build a diverse web of life. Participants will use the lab to observe wetland critters up close and learn about their role in the ecosystem. Register: 510-792-0222 ext. 104.



 ###


The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with others to conserve, protect, and enhance fish, wildlife, plants, and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. We are both a leader and trusted partner in fish and wildlife conservation, known for our scientific excellence, stewardship of lands and natural resources, dedicated professionals, and commitment to public service. For more information on our work and the people who make it happen, visit www.fws.gov. Connect with our Facebook page, follow our tweets, watch our YouTube Channel, and download photos from our Flickr page. 
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