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October 2012 Events
Annual Photo Contest

Monday, October 1 – Wednesday October 31 — Crab Orchard National Wildlife Refuge, IL

Submit your nature photo entries by the end of October. Categories include: scenic, wildlife, plants and youth. See details and entry forms (http://www.friendsofconwr.com/). Awards will be made in November.
Sandhill Crane Tour

Saturday, October 6, 6:30 to 8:30 a.m. — Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge, MN

See hundreds of cranes fly overhead as they leave roost sites on refuge pools. The free tour will take place rain or shine. Meet at refuge headquarters on CR 9, 5.5 miles west of Hwy. 169. Bring binoculars, spotting scopes and cameras. Pre-register: 763-389-3323 ext. 13, or email sherburne@fws.gov. Leave your name, number of participants and a telephone number.

Family Fun Day

Saturday, October 6, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. — Sam D. Hamilton Noxubee National Wildlife Refuge, MS

Come out for a fun, free, family-friendly celebration that will feature many exhibits, demonstrations, children’s activities, music and photo contest awards. 

Palmetto Pro Birder Modules
Saturday, October 6, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Sunday, October 7, 7 a.m. to noon — Santee National Wildlife Refuge, SC

Learn to identify the birds in your backyard and elsewhere in South Carolina. Find out how you can act as a citizen scientist to help save birds and their habitats. Become a certified Palmetto Pro Birder. Cost: $150. Register: 803-256-0670 or www.scwf.org. 
Youth Deer Hunt

Saturday, October 6, all day — Eastern Neck National Wildlife Refuge, MD  

Apply for a hunt permit here or call 410-639-7056.  
Waterfowl ID

Saturday, October 6, 9 to 11 a.m. — Rocky Mountain Arsenal National Wildlife Refuge, CO
Fall migration brings an amazing abundance of waterfowl to the refuge lakes. A naturalist will help you identify these winged visitors. Then take a trip to the lake and try your skills.

Butterfly Count 

Sunday, October 7, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. — Trinity River National Wildlife Refuge, TX 

Join the 13th annual Trinity River Butterfly Count. Areas to be counted include the refuge, Tarkington Prairie and Gaylor Lake area. Meet at the Valero Gas station at the intersection of Hwys 105 and 321, six miles south of Cleveland. Some folks will butterfly the “bottoms” so bring a sack lunch, rubber knee boots and other appropriate outdoor clothing. Butterfly enthusiasts of all levels are welcome.  

Bluebird Presentation

Sunday, October 7, 2 to 4 p.m. — St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge, FL

Learn how to attract eastern bluebirds to your backyard. 
Monarch Madness

Monday, October 8, 9 a.m. to noon — Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge, IA 

Help collect and tag butterflies on their migration south. Learn more here (http://www.tallgrass.org/). 

Jackson Hole Quilt Festival
Monday, October 8 to Saturday, October 13 — National Elk Refuge, WY

Come to the Jackson Hole & Greater Yellowstone Visitor Center to see a unique quilt display, part of Quilts on the Square and Beyond. 
Archery Deer Hunt

Friday, October 12, all day — Eastern Neck National Wildlife Refuge, MD

Apply for a hunt permit here or call 410-639-7056. The refuge will be closed to the public during the hunt. Access to the boat ramp at Bogles Wharf will remain open. 
Sandhill Crane Tour

Saturday, October 13, 6:30 to 8:30 am. — Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge, MN

Meet at refuge headquarters to see the spectacle of hundreds of cranes flying overhead as they leave roost sites on refuge pools. Please wear clothing in earth tones – browns, tans, or greens. Dress for cold weather. Register: 763-389-3323 ext. 13 or email Sherburne@fws.gov. 
Halloween Adventure: The Wild Night Life of the Refuge 

Saturday, October 13, 2:30 to 7 p.m. — Audubon National Wildlife Refuge, ND 

Learn about animals that are active at night: bats, owls, coyotes and creepy crawlers. Halloween programs for youth include a nocturnal wildlife presentation and craft and a nighttime nature hike. Pre-registration is required: 701-442-5474 ext. 117.
Volunteer Work Day

Saturday, October 13, 9 a.m. to noon — Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge, IA 

Join in a morning of volunteer work on the refuge. 
Fall Waterfowl Migration Field Trip

Saturday, October 13, 10 a.m. to noon — Iroquois National Wildlife Refuge, NY
Experience nature and learn about waterfowl. Meet at Cayuga Overlook.

Fall Fungi Foray

Sunday, October 14, 1:30 to 3:00 p.m. — Patuxent Research Refuge, MD
Discover the beauty, diversity and biology of fungi on an informative identification hike. Meet at the North Tract Entrance. Appropriate for ages 8 and up. Register: 301-497-5887.

Fall Celebration

Sunday, October 14, 1-5 p.m. — Rappahannock River Valley National Wildlife Refuge, VA

Enjoy a canoe and kayak tour (10 a.m. to noon), exhibits, scavenger hunts, nature walks, auction and arts and crafts. Event is at Hutchinson Tract, 1.5 miles north of Hwy 17/360 Tappahannock split. 
National Wildlife Refuge Week events
See some of the many events here [INSERT LINK TO REFUGE WEEK EVENTS PAGE] planned in honor of National Wildlife Refuge Week, October 14-20. The nation’s 556 national wildlife refuges protect wildlife habitat while cleaning our air, filtering our water and pollinating our crops. They also provide world-class hunting and fishing and hiking. 

Fall Migration Bird Walk

Saturday, October 20, 7:30 a.m. — Santee National Wildlife Refuge, SC

See the migratory birds passing through the area. Thrushes and grosbeaks will be the focus of this walk. Other migratory species you may see include bobolinks, yellow-billed cuckoos, and scarlet tanagers. Meet at the refuge visitor center. 
Basic Birding Hike 

Saturday, October 20, 10 to 11 a.m. — Horicon National Wildlife Refuge, WI

Join refuge staff to view birds in different habitats. Bring your own binoculars or borrow the refuge’s. Meet at the Egret Trail boardwalk parking lot off the refuge auto tour off Hwy 49. 
Bike the Refuge

Saturday, October 20, 1 to 3 p.m. — Rocky Mountain Arsenal National Wildlife Refuge, CO

Take a 7-mile family ride with a naturalist past the autumn leaves and fall grasses while spotting wildlife along the way. Fat, puncture proof tires are recommended. Helmets are required.
Guided Trail Walk

Saturday, October 20, 9 a.m. — Sam D. Hamilton Noxubee National Wildlife Refuge, MS

Join refuge staff on the Douglas Bluff Trail. Meet at the picnic area kiosk.
Night Creatures

Tuesday, October 23 through Friday, October 26 − Swan Lake National Wildlife Refuge, MO

For children in Grades 1-4: Come to the refuge to learn about nocturnal creatures and take a trip through the Spook House. 

Cape May Autumn Birding Festival 

October 26-28, 2012 — Cape May, NJ

The annual birding festival is a Mid-Atlantic favorite that coincides with the migration of shorebirds, waterfowl, raptors and warblers. The festival features field trips to Edwin B. Forsythe National Wildlife Refuge in New Jersey.

Butterfly Festival

Saturday, October 27, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. ─ St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge, FL

Enjoy monarch butterfly tagging demonstrations, guided butterfly walks, butterfly talks, butterfly crafts for children and van tours to where butterflies are feeding. The refuge is the last stop for thousands of migrating monarch butterflies before they fly over the Gulf of Mexico.

A Trip Back in Time

Saturday, October 27, 10:30 a.m. to noon — Don Edwards San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge, CA

Learn the history of the refuge grounds by wandering the trails with staff. Use a collection of old photographs to go back in time to the salt production, the old railroads and homes that predated construction of the town of Newark in 1876.
Howl-O-Ween 

Saturday, October 27, 6 to 8 p.m. — Alligator River National Wildlife Refuge, NC

Mark Halloween with a suitably spooky howling safari. Journey to the heart of the refuge to hear the haunting sounds of captive red wolves. See a short video about the wolves and hear them howl. 

Wild Discoveries for Kids 

Saturday, October 27, 10 a.m. to noon — Rocky Mountain Arsenal National Wildlife Refuge, CO

Celebrate Halloween by learning about spooky animals and eerie skulls and bones. Come play a batty game, make a spooky craft and read creepy stories with refuge Rangers. All ages are welcome to this event in the Discovery Room.
Birding Field Trip

Sunday, October 28, 8 a.m. to noon — Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge, MD 

Join a naturalist in a free birding field trip. See songbirds, waterfowl, waders, birds of prey and more. Bring binoculars and field guides. Meet at the visitor center. 

Historical Bus Tour

Sunday, October 28, noon ─ Assabet River National Wildlife Refuge, MA

Join a historian for a popular bus tour of the historical sites of the Assabet River Refuge. Visit sites dating back to Native Americans, the War of Independence and World War II. Tickets are $9 per person paid in advance. Reserve:  978- 835-4515. 

Self-Guided Tour, Crab Orchard Refuge
Sunday, October 28, 1 to 4 p.m. — Crab Orchard National Wildlife Refuge, IL

Enjoy a self-guided tour of parts of the refuge normally closed to the public. 

National Wildlife Refuge Week 

Many refuges will host public events in honor of National Wildlife Refuge Week, October 14-20. The nation’s 556 national wildlife refuges protect wildlife habitat while cleaning our air, filtering our water and pollinating our crops. They also provide world-class hunting and fishing and hiking. Check the special events calendar for Refuge Week events. Among the events planned:

Saturday, October 13:
· Audubon National Wildlife Refuge, ND, 2:30 to 7 p.m.
Halloween Adventure: The Wild Night Life of the Refuge. Enjoy an afternoon and evening of family fun and learning about animals that are active at night, including bats, owls and coyotes. Pre-registration is required: 701/442-5474 ext. 117 

· Lower Rio Grande Valley National Wildlife Refuge, TX, 8 a.m. to noon  

Join the thousands of volunteers from across the Valley who help plant trees and shrubs on the Garza-Cavazos tract. Please bring your own shovel, work clothes, gloves and sun screen. Food and refreshments will be provided. More information on Rio Reforestation XXI can be found here.
· Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge, TX, 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Join the refuge’s Refuge Week celebration at Doeskin Ranch. Butterfly tagging and butterfly walks are among planned activities.

· Cypress Creek National Wildlife Refuge, IL, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Take a guided canoe tour along the Old Cache Channel. Meet: Cache Levee Access. 

For reservations, call (618) 634-2231, beginning September 13.

· Hagerman National Wildlife Refuge, TX, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

See live birds of prey. Enjoy a day of family events including guided hikes, fishing and hands-on nature program for youth. 

· Chautauqua National Wildlife Refuge, IL, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

Enjoy a “Ride the Refuge” tour. The eight-mile auto tour begins at Eagle Bluff Access Area and finishes at refuge headquarters. 

· Patuxent Research Refuge, MD, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

Enjoy live animals, kids’ crafts, tram tours ($3), scientific demonstrations and behind-the-scenes research tours of the USGS Patuxent Wildlife Research Center. See where endangered whooping cranes and sea ducks are raised and studied.

· Horicon National Wildlife Refuge, WI, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Celebrate with a morning 5k Run/Walk, followed by activities throughout the day.

· Rocky Mountain Arsenal National Wildlife Refuge, CO, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Meet your “wild” neighbors at this free event celebrating National Wildlife Refuge Week. Enjoy a variety of wildlife activities and booths, arts and crafts, and nature films for all ages. Preview the new nine-mile Wildlife Drive, a self-guided auto tour route.

· Southeast Louisiana Refuges, LA, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Enjoy the annual “Wild Things in Lacombe” festival. This large annual event at the Bayou Lacombe Centre celebrates all things wild. 

· Don Edwards San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge, CA, 1 to 2:30 p.m.  

Learn about the remarkable gray fox and how it differs from other foxes.  Take a walk to observe its habitat. Good walking shoes recommended.

· Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge, GA, 11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  

Visit the Chesser Island Homestead to discover how people lived in Southeast Georgia when the Refuge System was established. See the refuge website for more information.

· Detroit River International Wildlife Refuge, MI, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

Enjoy an open house for National Wildlife Refuge Week.

Sunday, October 14:
Scores of refuges will once again host The Big Sit!, an annual event in which teams count and report bird species seen or heard from a 17-foot-diameter circle. Participating refuges include:   

· Eastern Neck National Wildlife Refuge, MD 

Tubby Cove Observation Platform, 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.  


· Muscatatuck National Wildlife Refuge
, IN  

Endicott Observation deck, sunrise to sunset 

· Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge, OH 

Near trailhead parking lot, dawn to dusk 
· Swan Lake National Wildlife Refuge, MO 

Dawn until dusk 

· Trinity River National Wildlife Refuge, TX 

Champion Lake Pier, sunrise to sunset 

· St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge, FL

Near the lighthouse, 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
· Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge, MN

Refuge Headquarters, 6 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday, October 20:

· Hakalau Forest National Wildlife Refuge, HI, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

Attend an open house at the refuge on the Big Island of Hawai’i. Take a guided bird hike in ancient rainforest habitat. View forest restoration planting sites. Take a tour of the greenhouse where native koa, ohia and rare lobeliads and mints are being propagated. 
· Missisquoi National Wildlife Refuge, VT, All day
Come out for an open house to celebrate National Wildlife Refuge Week.
Sunday, October 14 through Saturday, October 20:

· Great Swamp National Wildlife Refuge, NJ, Daily, 5:45 p.m. to dark 

Sunset Nature Walks: In celebration of National Wildlife Refuge Week, join refuge staff in watching the spectacular fall migration of ducks and other birds. Easy guided walk on service roads. Bluebird Parking Lot, Pleasant Plains Road.

November 2012 Events
Nature Photography Seminar

Saturday, November 3, 9 a.m. to noon ─ Bombay Hook National Wildlife Refuge, DE
Take a lesson from nature photographer Kevin Fleming. Then spend the afternoon on the refuge practicing what you’ve learned. The classroom seminar is meant for experienced photographers who want to improve their skills. Participants should be using a digital DSLR camera (not a point and shoot). Class size will be limited to 20. Fee of $50 includes an autographed copy of Fleming’s book Wild Delmarva. Register: 302-653-6872 by October 10.

Guided Trail Walk

Saturday, November 3, 9 a.m. — Sam D. Hamilton Noxubee National Wildlife Refuge, MS

Join refuge staff on the Beaver Dam Trail. Meet at the Boat Launch Ramp area.
Big Buck Photo Tour

Saturday, November 3, 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. — Rocky Mountain Arsenal National Wildlife Refuge, CO
Capture striking photographs of mule and white-tailed deer as the rut season begins. Bucks are sporting their remarkable antlers as they search for on the refuge.
Bulls Island Archery Deer Hunt

Monday, November 5 through Saturday, November 10, all day — Cape Romain National Wildlife Refuge, SC

The hunt for white-tailed deer is part of the refuge’s wildlife management plan and follows South Carolina state regulations. Hunters under 16 must be accompanied by an adult and must present a hunter safety certificate. Registration begins Sunday, November 4. Hunters may camp on Bulls Island during the hunt. For more information, call 843-928-3368

Owl Prowl

Friday, November 9, 7 p.m. ─ Detroit River International Wildlife Refuge, MI

Join a guided walk through the trails of Humbug Marsh, looking and listening for owls.
Shotgun Deer Hunt
Friday, November 9, All day — Eastern Neck National Wildlife Refuge, MD

To apply for a hunt permit, please call 410-639-7056 or visit the website. The refuge will be closed to the general public during the deer hunt. Access to the boat ramp at Bogles Wharf will remain open during the hunt. 

Great Horned Owl F.U.N. Program

Saturday, November 10, 10:30 a.m. to noon — Crab Orchard National Wildlife Refuge, IL

Take part in fun activities at the visitor center including a live owl presentation from 10:30 to 11 a.m. Great horned owls are among the refuge’s most skilled nocturnal predators. 
Fall Birding Tours

Saturday, November 10, 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. — St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge, FL

Go birding on the refuge. Experienced and novice birders are welcome.
Twilight Marsh Walk

Saturday, November 10, 4 to 5:30 p.m. — Don Edwards San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge, CA

Experience the salt marsh at twilight on an easy stroll along Tidelands Trail (1.3 miles). Discover the sights, sounds and smells of the refuge as night descends. Not suitable for young children. Register: 510-792-0222 ext. 363.

Palmetto Pro Birder Modules
Saturday, November 10, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Sunday, November 11, 7 a.m. to noon — Carolina Sandhills National Wildlife Refuge, SC

Learn to identify the birds in your backyard and elsewhere in South Carolina. Find out how you can act as a citizen scientist to help save the birds and their habitats. Become a certified Palmetto Pro Birder. Cost is $150. Register: 803-256-0670 or www.scwf.org. 
Gobble, Gobble, Gobble

Tuesday, November 13, 10 to 11 a.m. — Rocky Mountain Arsenal National Wildlife Refuge, CO
Can turkeys fly? Do all turkeys gobble? Come meet Jake and Jenny, and discover many fun facts about these North American birds. Recommended for ages 3 to 6 years old.
25th Annual Festival of the Cranes
Tuesday, November 13 through Sunday November 18 — Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge, NM 

See the spectacular fly-ins and fly-outs of thousands of sandhill cranes and snow geese at one of the country’s premier birding festivals. 

Outdoors for the Holidays Celebration 

Saturday, November 17, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. – St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge, FL

Join St. Marks Photo Club, from 9 to 10 a.m. at Nature’s Classroom, followed by annual holiday fest. Free, with small donation: cookies, cider, tea, chili plus one holiday photo. Also free: tram rides, kids’ crafts and meetings with the Refuge System mascot, the Blue Goose. 

Guided Trail Walk

Saturday, November 17, 9 a.m. — Sam D. Hamilton Noxubee National Wildlife Refuge, MS

Join refuge staff on the Watson Trail. Meet at the Visitor Center parking area.

Grassland Fair

Saturday, November 17, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. — Buenos Aires National Wildlife Refuge, AZ

Enjoy nature displays, live hawk and reptile demonstrations, a children’s art contest and arts and crafts. There will be live mariachi music and Aztec dancers. All ages are welcome.

Sugar Cane Grinding and Syrup Boil

Saturday, November 17, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. — Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge, GA
Take part in a traditional sugar cane boil. Cut your own sugar cane from the garden, grind it using a tradition mule-operated grinder, and sample the sweet cane juice. Watch as staff and volunteers boil down a vat of sugar cane juice and produce authentic pure cane syrup.

Turkey Days Open House 

Friday, November 23 and Saturday, November 24, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. — Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge, UT

On the Saturday after Thanksgiving, enjoy a family-friendly open house, with free activities including turkey crafts, turkey exhibits and showings of the PBS nature film “My Life as a Turkey.”

Holiday Wildlife Viewing Tour

Saturday, November 24, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. — Rocky Mountain Arsenal National Wildlife Refuge, CO

Take your family and out-of-town guests on a Thanksgiving wildlife-viewing tour aboard the refuge bus. See bison, deer, coyotes, waterfowl and more. Stay after the tour for a special holiday craft. Sign up: 303-289-0930.    

Wonderful Waterfowl Workshop

Saturday, November 24, 9 a.m. to noon — Bombay Hook National Wildlife Refuge, DE
Join birder Paul Baicich for a presentation and field study on North American waterfowl. Head out on the refuge to cover the essentials of waterfowl identification at Bombay Hook. Register: 302-653-6872.   

Birding Field Trip

Sunday, November 25, 8 a.m. to noon — Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge, MD 

Join a naturalist for a free birding field trip. See songbirds, waterfowl, waders, birds of prey and more. Bring binoculars and field guides. Meet at visitor center. 

Wetlands Water Café 
Saturday, November 25, 1 to 2:30 p.m. — Don Edwards San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge, CA

Learn about wetland nutrients and organisms that build a diverse web of life. Participants will use the lab to observe wetland critters up close and learn about their role in the ecosystem. Register: 510-792-0222 ext. 104.
December 2012 Events
Cut Your Own Christmas Tree

Work off those Christmas-season calories by cutting your own tree at Moosehorn National Wildlife Refuge in Maine, Rydell National Wildlife Refuge in Minnesota and Kenai National Wildlife Refuge in Alaska. 

· Moosehorn Refuge lets visitors cut two balsam fir or pine trees per person, starting at the end of November. Without the public harvest, the trees would have to be cut to maintain road visibility. Pick up a free permit from the refuge office before you cut. 

· Rydell Refuge has set aside two days for Christmas tree cutting: Saturday, December 1 and Sunday, December 2 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

· Kenai Refuge lets visitors cut one tree by hand per family between Thanksgiving and Christmas. Detailed information is available on the refuge web site. No fees or permits are required.

Holiday Nature Crafts 

Saturday, December 1, 9 a.m. to noon — Sam D. Hamilton Noxubee National Wildlife Refuge, MS  

Get in the holiday spirit by making evergreen swags, ornaments and birdfeeders with natural materials that the refuge provides or that you have collected to share with others.  

Wildlife Holiday Bazaar

Saturday, December 1, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. – Patuxent Research Refuge, MD

Shop for wild and not-so-wild new and gently use treasures at the National Wildlife Visitor Center. Find unique gifts and support the refuge and the Patuxent Wildlife Research Center. Make origami ornaments and hand-crafted cards. For more information:  http://friendsofpatuxent.org

Disabled Hunter Managed Deer Hunt

Saturday, December 1 and Sunday, December 2, all day — Swan Lake National Wildlife Refuge, MO

Disabled hunters can use the refuge’s handicap-accessible deer blinds to bag a doe or buck. Volunteers are available to help as needed with finding deer, loading deer onto trucks, and bringing the animals back to the check stations.  

Bird Watching Field Trip
Sunday, December 2, 8 a.m. to noon — Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge, MD

Join a naturalist for a bird watching field trip around the refuge. See songbirds, waterfowl, waders, birds of prey, and more. Bring binoculars and field guides. Meet at the visitor center.

Volunteer Recognition Ceremony

Tuesday, December 4, 7 p.m. — Swan Lake National Wildlife Refuge, MO

Join refuge staff in thanking all of the exceptional volunteers that have helped out so much over the year. There will be awards and food and drink. 
Holiday Open House

Thursday, December 6, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. — Cypress Creek National Wildlife Refuge, IL

Join staff from the Cache River Wetlands Joint Venture in a holiday season celebration. 
Holiday Open House 

Thursday December 6, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. ─ Cypress Creek National Wildlife Refuge, IL 

Celebrate the holiday season with staff from the Cache River Wetlands Joint Venture.

Holiday Howl

Saturday, December 8, 4 to 6 p.m. — Alligator River National Wildlife Refuge, NC

Give yourself a holiday treat and hear endangered red wolves in the wild. See a short video about the wolves and hear them howl. 

Anniversary Open House 

Saturday, December 8, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. ─ Eastern Neck National Wildlife Refuge, MD  

Help celebrate the 50th anniversary of the establishment of the refuge. 

Christmas on Chesser Island

Saturday, December 8, 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. — Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge, GA

Celebrate the holiday season at the Chesser Island Homestead with a hayride, luminaries, caroling and live music. Tour a swamp homestead adorned with traditional homemade decorations. 

Fall Birding Tours

Saturday, December 8, 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. — St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge, FL

Go birding this fall on the refuge. Experienced and novice birders are welcome.
50th Anniversary Celebration

Saturday, December 8, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. — Eastern Neck National Wildlife Refuge, MD

Celebrate the 50th anniversary of the refuge. Contact 410-639-7056 or r5rw_ennwr@fws.gov for more information.
Bobcat F.U.N.

Saturday, December 8, 10:30 to noon — Crab Orchard National Wildlife Refuge, IL

Bobcats are abundant and frequently seen on the refuge. Come learn about the lives of these small wild cats. There will be a live bobcat presentation and fun activities at the visitor center.
Christmas on Chesser Island

Saturday, December 8, 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. — Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge, GA

Celebrate the holiday season at the Chesser Island Homestead with a hayride, luminaries, refreshments and caroling. Tour a swamp homestead adorned with traditional homemade decorations. Stay warm by the bonfire while enjoying homemade cookies and cider.
Sparrows of North Texas

Friday, December 14, 10 a.m. to noon — Hagerman National Wildlife Refuge, TX

Learn to identify Texas sparrows.
Christmas Bird Count
Friday, December 14  to  Saturday, January 5, 2013

Scores of refuges will take part in the National Audubon Society’s 113th annual holiday season bird count, one of the country’s longest-running citizen science projects. Data collected show trends of bird populations across North America. Join tens of thousands of volunteers in counting birds and furthering bird conservation. To find a bird count near you, check the right-hand side of this page starting in mid-November.
Participating refuges and event dates include:

Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge, MO − Saturday, December 15, 8 a.m. ​to 3 p.m. 

Eastern Neck National Wildlife Refuge, MD − Sunday, December 16, all day   

Counting teams will cover about a third of Kent County on this day, including the refuge. Registration is required: 410-778-9568.  

Cypress Creek National Wildlife Refuge, IL − Monday, December 17, 6 a.m. to sunset ​
For more information, call 618-634-2231.
Santee National Wildlife Refuge, SC  − Saturday, December 22, all day  

Trinity River National Wildlife Refuge, TX − Thursday, December 27, 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

 Birdwatchers of all levels are welcome. Meet at the Valero Gas station at the intersection of Hwy 105 and Hwy 321, about 6 miles southeast of Cleveland. Some folks will bird the “bottoms” so bring a sack lunch, rubber knee boots and other appropriate outdoor clothing. A wrap-up dinner will be held at the Plantation restaurant in Cleveland. For more information: at 936-336-9786.
Take a Horse-Drawn Sleigh Ride in Elk Country   

Monday, December 17 through Saturday, April 6, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily except Christmas — National Elk Refuge, WY

Hour-long horse-drawn sleigh rides, led by Double H Bar, Inc., have a bonus:  a close-up view of the refuge’s great elk herds. Tickets ($18 adults; $14 ages 5-12; under age 5 free) are sold at the Jackson Hole and Greater Yellowstone Visitor Center. Learn more about the rides here.  

Palmetto Pro Birder Modules
Saturday, December 29, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Sunday, December 30, 7 a.m. to noon — Santee National Wildlife Refuge, SC

Learn to identify the birds in your backyard and elsewhere in South Carolina. Find out how you can act as a citizen scientist to help save the birds and their habitats. Become a certified Palmetto Pro Birder. Cost is $150. Register: 803-256-0670 or www.scwf.org. 
 ###

The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with others to conserve, protect, and enhance fish, wildlife, plants, and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. We are both a leader and trusted partner in fish and wildlife conservation, known for our scientific excellence, stewardship of lands and natural resources, dedicated professionals, and commitment to public service. For more information on our work and the people who make it happen, visit www.fws.gov. Connect with our Facebook page, follow our tweets, watch our YouTube Channel, and download photos from our Flickr page. 
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