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Friendly staff members at North Tract. Dionne Briggs,
Jeffries Bolden, Travis Outten, Theresa Spitzer, Jamie
Eakin with the YCC crew.
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Volunteer Woody (who is over 70 years old) methodically
climbed a tree in order to band a nest of baby hawks,
only to find an empty nest with no babies. Observing

the scene showed that a predator probably got to the
birds the night before.




Butterfly Garden Restoration Project

One main task assigned this summer was to restore the Butterfly
Garden outside of the contact station. To restore the Butterfly garden
various tasks had to be done including updating the board, weeding
parts of the garden, tilling the soil and planting new plants and
weeding the blue stone path.







Invasive Species Removal-Phragmites

One of the challenges at Patuxent is the control invasive species.
Theresa, a STEP intern, and | worked to cut down this patch of
phragmites by the side of the road that impeded visibility while

driving on wildlife loop.




The Youth Conservation Corp (YCC) outside of the USGS Patuxent
Wildlife Research center where | joined the YCC group to their visit
there and learned about bees from a USGS researcher.




YCC group learning about
how to set bee traps in order
to set traps around the
refuge as one of their
projects during the summer.




Various bee boxes
found at the USGS

Wildlife Research
center.




A bald-faced hornets nest was hanging on a tree off the
forest trail, and was a danger to any patrons who might have
been walking on the Forest Trail.




Jeff working to cut down the hornets nest in order to clear
the path for any patrons walking a long the forest trail.
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YCC group and | working to put a drift fence up for a goose
round up conducted by Volunteer Frank at South Track’s Lake
Redington to survey geese.




Me and the YCC group after working to put up the drift
fence for the Goose round-up.
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Trip with the YCC group to the Smithsonian
Environmental Research Center where we learned

about some of the research done there and
wetlands.




Trip to Sandy point park,
where the YCC group and |
enjoyed a nice afternoon
free from work.




After tirelessly working for an hour to get a sign post out of the
ground, the YCC crew and | attached the sign to the “moose” and
was finally able to get the sign out.




Refuge staff clearing the trails after a major storm hit the area the
day before. The storm left the parts of the refuge without power
for three days.




A Spotted Salamander, a non-native species to the refuge,
found in one of the pots of the plants used in the butterfly
garden. The salamander probably was from the nursery from
where the plant was bought.

S~




Five-lined skink found with her eggs under a nearby rock
in the butterfly garden.




Newly hatched five-lined skink from the batch of eggs found
under the rock in the butterfly garden.




Eastern box turtle found while working near the
workshop on the refuge.




A yellow finch on a Black Eyed Susan, spotted when
working the front desk in the visitor contact station.




