Week Two
Hideaway Cove

Playworker team
Kara Oikarinen, Terry Welles, Katie Johnson

Narrative storyline
Explorers have washed up on the shore of the beach, and have the opportunity to be the first people to interact with the wildlife, habitats, buried treasure, and mysterious messages in bottles.
Participants
Actual: Children ages 3 - 10 in groups of 2-5 accompanied by 1-2 adult(s).
Aimed: Children of all ages visiting the Gateway Visitors Center site.
Size and form
Three ten foot in diameter circles interconnect, three large logs for seating using natural frame work present in the site. 
Physical Elements
Permanent. 3-5 ft bushes act as natural separation, pine trees frame largest ‘nest’ area, cleared areas form ‘beach,’ sand and shells brought in for beach effect.
Temporary site manipulations. Pine needle ground cover raked back to reveal less porous surface to allow for sand to be spread, pine needles arranged to resemble nests ranging in size from 1-4 ft in diameter. 
On-site loose parts. Pine needles, cones and down branches
Imported loose parts. Sand from local beaches, collected from above the water line to avoid saltier sand. Local seashells and “buried treasure” brought in, and clay eggs placed within pine needle nests.
Playworker Role
To prompt children with the narrative of exploration and wildlife found on the coast.
Sequential description
· Children arrive using the map of ‘Lost Islands’
· Various loose objects catch the eye of children (ex: messages in bottles, eggs, nests, crab shells)
· Children will create a narrative based on these found loose parts
· Children are given no direct instruction regarding their movement throughout the ‘islands’
Critique
What worked: Loose parts were good at prompting narrative and creating excitement around the concept of exploration and discovery. 
What did not work: The messages in bottles were successful loose parts, but were not strongly associated with the goals of the US Fish and Wildlife Service. 
Change or add: Adapt the messages in the bottles to be associated with the discovery of animal habitats or other wildlife information/interaction.
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